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Abstract. This article provides a comprehensive analysis of the socio-legal nature of combating the illicit 
trafficking of narcotic drugs. The study examines the root causes of drug-related problems, as well as their 
socio-economic and legal consequences and their negative impact on societal stability. It also analyzes the existing 
legal framework regulating this sphere, its practical implementation, and the current challenges encountered in 
enforcement. The research employs comparative-legal, systematic, statistical, and sociological methods to explore 
both national and international experiences, identifying effective mechanisms to counter illicit drug trafficking. 
Special attention is given to the importance of strengthening preventive measures, enhancing legal awareness and 
legal culture among the population, especially youth, and improving social policies aimed at reducing vulnerability 
to drug abuse. Furthermore, the article substantiates the need to improve criminal liability measures, individualize 
punishments, and implement effective rehabilitation and reintegration programs for individuals involved in 
drug-related offenses. The role of international cooperation in combating transnational drug trafficking, including 
information exchange and coordinated actions, is also highlighted.

Keywords: narcotic drugs, illicit trafficking, socio-legal nature, prevention, rehabilitation, legal mechanisms, 
international cooperation, public control, healthy lifestyle

GIYOHVANDLIK VOSITALARINING NOQONUNIY MUOMALASIGA QARSHI KURASHISHNING 
IJTIMOIY-HUQUQIY MOHIYATI

Musayev Djamaliddin Kamalovich, 
Bojxona qoʻmitasining Bojxona instituti 

Umumhuquqiy fanlar kafedrasi boshligʻi, 
yuridik fanlar boʻyicha falsafa doktori, dotsent 

Annotatsiya. Ushbu maqolada giyohvandlik vositalarining noqonuniy aylanmasiga qarshi kurashishning 
ijtimoiy-huquqiy mohiyati har tomonlama tahlil qilingan. Tadqiqotda giyohvandlik bilan bogʻliq muammolarning 
kelib chiqish sabablari, shuningdek, ularning ijtimoiy-iqtisodiy va huquqiy oqibatlari hamda jamiyat barqarorligiga 
koʻrsatadigan salbiy taʼsiri oʻrganilgan. Shuningdek, ushbu sohani tartibga soluvchi amaldagi huquqiy baza, 
uning amaliyotga tatbiq etilishi va huquqni qoʻllash jarayonida yuzaga kelayotgan zamonaviy muammolar 
tahlil etiladi. Tadqiqotda giyohvandlik vositalarining noqonuniy aylanmasiga qarshi kurashishning samarali 
mexanizmlarini aniqlash maqsadida milliy va xalqaro tajribani oʻrganish uchun qiyosiy-huquqiy, tizimli, statistik 
hamda sotsiologik usullardan foydalanilgan. Oldini olish (profilaktika) choralarini kuchaytirish, aholi, ayniqsa, 
yoshlar oʻrtasida huquqiy ong va huquqiy madaniyatni oshirish, shuningdek, giyohvandlikka chalinish xavfini 
kamaytirishga qaratilgan ijtimoiy siyosatni takomillashtirish muhimligiga alohida eʼtibor qaratilgan. Bundan 
tashqari, maqolada jinoiy javobgarlik choralarini takomillashtirish, jazoni individuallashtirish hamda giyohvandlik 
bilan bogʻliq huquqbuzarliklarga aloqador shaxslar uchun samarali reabilitatsiya va jamiyatga qayta moslashuv 
(reintegratsiya) dasturlarini joriy etish zarurligi asoslab berilgan. Transmilliy giyohvandlik savdosiga qarshi 
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kurashishda xalqaro hamkorlikning, jumladan, axborot almashinuvi va muvofiqlashtirilgan harakatlarning oʻrni 
ham taʼkidlab oʻtilgan.

Kalit soʻzlar: giyohvandlik vositalari, noqonuniy muomala, ijtimoiy-huquqiy mohiyat, profilaktika, 
reabilitatsiya, huquqiy mexanizmlar, xalqaro hamkorlik, jamoatchilik nazorati, sogʻlom turmush tarzi

СОЦИАЛЬНО-ПРАВОВОЕ ЗНАЧЕНИЕ ПРОТИВОДЕЙСТВИЯ НЕЗАКОННОМУ ОБОРОТУ 
НАРКОТИЧЕСКИХ СРЕДСТВ

Мусаев Джамалиддин Камалович, 
доктор философии по юридическим наукам, 

доцент, начальник кафедры общеправовых дисциплин 
Таможенного института Таможенного комитета

Аннотация. В данной статье проведён комплексный анализ социально-правовой 
природы противодействия незаконныму обороту наркотических средств. В исследовании 
рассматриваются причины возникновения наркопроблем, их социально-экономические и правовые 
последствия, а также негативное влияние на стабильность общества. Проанализированы 
действующая нормативно-правовая база, регулирующая данную сферу, практика её применения 
и актуальные проблемы правоприменительной деятельности. В ходе исследования использованы 
сравнительно-правовой, системный, статистический и социологический методы, позволившие 
изучить национальный и международный опыт и выявить эффективные механизмы противодействия 
незаконному обороту наркотических средств. Особое внимание уделено необходимости усиления 
профилактических мер, повышению уровня правосознания и правовой культуры населения, особенно 
молодёжи, а также совершенствованию социальной политики, направленной на снижение уязвимости 
к наркотической зависимости. Кроме того, обоснована необходимость совершенствования мер 
уголовной ответственности, индивидуализации наказания, а также внедрения эффективных программ 
реабилитации и реинтеграции лиц, причастных к преступлениям, связанным с наркотиками. Отдельно 
подчёркивается роль международного сотрудничества, включая обмен информацией и координацию 
совместных действий, в противодействии транснациональному незаконному обороту наркотиков.

Ключевые слова: наркотические средства, незаконный оборот, социально-правовая природа, 
профилактика, реабилитация, правовые механизмы, международное сотрудничество, общественный 
контроль, здоровый образ жизни

Introduction
In today’s context of globalization, the illicit 

circulation of narcotic substances is recognized 
as one of the pressing issues threatening human 
security. This phenomenon adversely affects not 
only the increase in crime but also public health, 
social stability, and economic development. 
Therefore, the issue of combating drug trafficking 
requires an in-depth socio-legal study.

In recent years, the illegal circulation of 
narcotics has become one of the key forms of 
transnational organized crime. Afghanistan, 
Myanmar, and Latin American countries are leading 
in the production of narcotic substances, while 
Central Asia serves as an important transit region.

The problem of drug trafficking is closely 
linked with socio-economic factors such as 
unemployment, poverty, social inequality, 

and education levels. Additionally, corruption, 
insufficient state control, and political instability 
also contribute to the expansion of this type of 
crime.

The illegal circulation of narcotic substances 
has become one of the most dangerous forms of 
crime in modern society. It not only increases 
crime rates but also negatively affects healthcare, 
social stability, economic development, and 
citizens’ legal awareness. According to the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), 
the illegal drug market is estimated to be worth 
hundreds of billions of dollars annually, most 
of which is distributed through transnational 
smuggling networks (United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime, 2024).

Globally, the “Golden Crescent” (Afghanistan, 
Iran, and Pakistan) and the “Golden Triangle” 
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(Myanmar, Laos, and Thailand) regions are 
recognized as centers of illicit drug circulation. At 
the same time, plantations in Colombia and Peru 
also play a significant role in the global market 
(European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug 
Addiction, 2019).

This issue is interpreted differently by 
lawyers, criminologists, and policymakers. 
For example, American researcher Ethan 
A. Nadelmann has sharply criticized the 
effectiveness of the “war on drugs” policy, while 
European scholars emphasize the importance 
of prevention and social services. In the CIS 
countries, it is noted that national characteristics 
and the synchronization of domestic legislation 
are crucial for law enforcement (Nadelmann, 
1997).

The purpose of this brief article is to 
systematically analyze the socio-legal essence 
of combating the illicit circulation of narcotics, 
highlight international points of debate, 
and assess its effectiveness in the context of 
Uzbekistan.

Main part
In applying statistical methods, the study 

relied on empirical data obtained from 
international and national sources. Quantitative 
indicators published by the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), Interpol, 
the World Customs Organization, and relevant 
national law enforcement agencies were 
examined. 

The statistical database covered information 
on drug production volumes, seizure rates, 
trafficking routes, the prevalence of narcotics 
consumption, and trends in drug-related 
crime over the period 2015–2024. Through 
comparative statistical analysis, key trends were 
identified, including the growth of synthetic drug 
markets, the increasing role of transnational 
criminal networks, and the diversification of 
trafficking methods. 

The analysis also enabled the identification of 
regional differences in drug trafficking patterns 
and assessment of the effectiveness of existing 
countermeasures.

The sociological component of the research 
was based on a questionnaire survey conducted 
among experts directly involved in combating 
illicit drug trafficking. 

The respondents included representatives 
of law enforcement agencies, legal scholars, 
criminologists, and specialists working in the 
fields of public security and drug prevention. The 
survey was designed to assess current challenges 
in drug control policy, the effectiveness of legal 
mechanisms, and priorities for future reforms. 

The obtained results demonstrated a high 
degree of consensus among respondents 
regarding the need to strengthen international 
cooperation, improve preventive measures, and 
modernize legal regulations (United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime, 2024). 

In particular, 89% of respondents 
emphasized the importance of expanding 
preventive programs, 93% supported enhanced 
international information exchange, and 96% 
considered the development of specialized 
mechanisms against synthetic drugs to be a 
priority area of state policy. 

The survey findings served as an important 
empirical foundation for validating the 
theoretical conclusions and developing practical 
recommendations.

To ensure reliability and objectivity, the 
collected statistical and sociological data were 
subjected to comparative evaluation and 
cross-verification with official reports, scientific 
publications, and international legal documents. 

This combination of quantitative and 
qualitative evidence enhanced the validity of the 
research findings and provided a comprehensive 
understanding of the socio-legal dimensions of 
combating illicit drug trafficking.

The research results were identified in 
several main directions:

Transnational character on a global scale. 
Illegal drug circulation is structurally linked 
to transnational criminal organizations, and 
its effective control cannot be achieved solely 
through national policies (INTERPOL, 2024). 

Limited effectiveness of repressive policies. 
Despite major countries (e.g., the United States) 
implementing supply-side repressive policies, 
consumption and market volume have not 
significantly decreased. This has also been 
confirmed by economist Jeffrey Miron (Miron, 
2004). 

Increase in synthetic substances. Modern 
illicit markets are rapidly expanding in terms 
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of synthetic drugs, making traditional policies 
focusing only on raw material sources ineffective. 

Characteristics in the CIS and Uzbekistan. 
Research in the CIS indicates a lack of balance 
between repressive and preventive measures, 
insufficient integration within judicial 
enforcement systems, and poor enforcement 
of legal documents. In Uzbekistan, the study 
highlighted the link between illegal trafficking 
and socio-economic factors such as employment, 
education, and healthcare services, as well as a 
lack of coordination between law enforcement 
and preventive measures. 

The study confirmed that the illicit drug trade 
is a globally persistent, complex, transnational 
phenomenon connected with economic, social, 
and political factors.

Firstly, statistical and empirical observations 
confirmed the geographical concentration of drug 
production remains, with the Golden Crescent 
and Golden Triangle still serving as primary 
raw material bases. Recent increases in opium 
cultivation in Myanmar indicate shifts in global 
market power.

Secondly, the share of synthetic drugs 
is rapidly increasing, meaning the narcotics 
business is evolving into a technologically 
advanced, decentralized, and highly adaptive 
system. The absence of dependence on raw 
material sources, the substitutability of 
precursors, and rapid development of new 
chemical formulas make the drug trade 
increasingly dangerous.

Thirdly, the economic scale of the illegal 
drug market is enormous, with annual revenues 
reaching hundreds of billions of dollars, making 
it one of the most profitable areas of organized 
crime. This exacerbates risks associated 
with corruption, the “shadow economy,” and 
weakened state institutions.

Fourthly, survey results showed that the vast 
majority of specialists (89–96%) emphasized 
the need to improve the drug control system, 
indicating current mechanisms are insufficiently 
effective.

Fifthly, analysis of various legal policy models 
(repressive, control-based, and liberal) showed 
that none of them alone produced sustainable 
results. In contrast, complex approaches 
demonstrated relatively positive outcomes.

Thus, the research demonstrated that 
traditional repressive measures alone are 
insufficient, and a multi-factor, integrated 
approach is necessary.

A deeper comparative-legal analysis 
demonstrates that contemporary anti-drug 
policies are largely shaped by the framework 
established by three key international 
instruments: the Single Convention on Narcotic 
Drugs of 1961, the Convention on Psychotropic 
Substances of 1971, and the United Nations 
Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 1988. 
These conventions require States Parties to 
criminalize illicit production, trafficking, and 
distribution of narcotic substances while 
simultaneously promoting measures for 
treatment, rehabilitation, and international 
cooperation.

A comparison of national legal systems 
reveals significant differences in the 
implementation of these international 
obligations. The United States traditionally 
adopted a prohibition-oriented model based 
on strict criminal sanctions and extensive 
law-enforcement powers. While this approach 
corresponds to the criminalization requirements 
of the 1988 Convention, critics argue that it 
places greater emphasis on punitive measures 
than on rehabilitation and public health 
objectives. In contrast, Portugal introduced a 
decriminalization framework for possession of 
small quantities of drugs for personal use while 
maintaining criminal liability for trafficking 
and organized drug-related crime. This model 
demonstrates that alternative legal mechanisms 
may remain compatible with international treaty 
obligations when they continue to suppress 
illicit trafficking and prioritize public health 
interventions.

Several European states have also expanded 
harm-reduction measures, including treatment 
programs, social reintegration initiatives, 
and preventive education. These approaches 
reflect a broader interpretation of international 
conventions, emphasizing the balance between 
criminal justice measures and public health 
policies. Comparative experience suggests that 
legal systems achieving the most sustainable 
outcomes are those integrating enforcement 
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mechanisms with prevention, treatment, and 
social support.

The legislation of the Republic of Uzbekistan 
generally follows the fundamental principles 
established by the international drug control 
conventions. National criminal legislation 
provides liability for the illegal manufacture, 
storage, transportation, and distribution of 
narcotic drugs, while specialized state programs 
focus on prevention, public awareness, and 
rehabilitation. However, comparative analysis 
indicates that further improvement may be 
achieved through strengthening mechanisms for 
international information exchange, enhancing 
legal regulation of synthetic drugs and online 
drug trafficking, and expanding evidence-based 
preventive measures among vulnerable social 
groups.

Therefore, the comparative-legal assessment 
confirms that the effectiveness of anti-drug 
policy depends not only on the severity of 
criminal sanctions but also on the extent to 
which legal frameworks incorporate prevention, 
treatment, rehabilitation, and international 
cooperation. This conclusion supports the 
growing international consensus that a balanced 
and integrated approach is more effective than 
reliance on exclusively repressive measures.

The “war on drugs” policy in the United States 
has long been a focal point of political and legal 
debate in the West. Critics argue it is socially 
and legally ineffective and fails to eliminate drug 
markets. Ethan A. Nadelmann (1992) argues that 
its main outcome is not to eliminate drug markets 
but to temporarily disrupt them through coercive 
measures.

A. Eremin and O. Belkin note that the 
“war on drugs” concept historically reflects 
political interests, leaving criminal networks 
and transnational drug markets largely intact 
(Eremin, 2018; Eremin & Belkin, 2021). Other 
sources confirm that repressive Western 
policies have often yielded undesirable 
results, necessitating reconsideration of global 
strategies.

In Europe, research indicates that classic 
repressive approaches are ineffective in reducing 
supply and demand. Scholars emphasize that 
“health” and “social prevention” measures 
are more effective in combating crime, with 

Portugal’s decriminalization model showing 
positive social outcomes (Chouvy, 2009).

U.S. monitoring studies indicate the “war on 
drugs” did not reduce consumption or market 
size. Economists like J. Miron (2004) argue that 
legalization can provide economic efficiency 
while supporting public safety.

CIS scholars criticize the limited effect of 
repressive policies, advocating for multi-faceted 
strategies involving prevention, legal education, 
and community support (Prokhorov, 2020).

Uzbek researchers stress the importance 
of improving legislation and implementing 
integrated strategies combining law enforcement, 
social institutions, and educational organizations. 
Analyses show that combining punitive 
mechanisms with prevention, rehabilitation, and 
social programs is critical.

Critics also note that repressive policies may 
increase social inequality and public health issues, 
while failing to address the root causes of demand 
and social environment (Cohen et al., 2022).

Conclusion
In summary, the illicit circulation of narcotic 

substances poses a serious socio-legal threat to 
both individuals and society as a whole. Its social 
danger lies in mass exposure, negative influence 
on youth, and economic and moral decline.

From an international security perspective, 
the drug problem is transnational, and its 
consequences extend beyond a single country. 
Hence, conventions, declarations, and resolutions 
adopted by the UN and other international 
organizations provide a universal legal basis for 
combating drug-related crime.

State obligations under the 1961 Single 
Convention on Narcotic Drugs, the 1971 
Convention on Psychotropic Substances, and 
the 1988 Convention against Illicit Traffic in 
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances 
require harmonization of national legislation, 
strengthened cooperation among law 
enforcement agencies, and improved preventive 
measures.

Thus, the socio-legal essence of combating 
illicit drug circulation is closely linked to 
protecting public interests, ensuring citizens’ 
healthy lifestyles, and effectively fulfilling 
international legal obligations. Legal regulation, 
a comprehensive approach to crime prevention, 



12.00.10 – XALQARO HUQUQ

170 2026-YIL 3-SON
VOLUME 6 / ISSUE 3 / 2026

ISSN: 2181-1938YURISPRUDENSIYA

and strengthened international cooperation are 
decisive factors.

The study concludes that:
The illicit drug trade is a complex, 

transnational socio-legal problem. 
Repressive policies alone are ineffective; 

an integrated approach combining prevention, 
education, rehabilitation, healthcare, and legal 
mechanisms is essential. 

The synthetic drug market requires new 
strategies beyond traditional drug control. 

Experiences in the CIS and Uzbekistan call for 
integration of national characteristics and legal 
mechanisms. 

Combating drug trafficking effectively 
requires coordinated social, economic, and legal 
efforts, along with strengthened national and 
international cooperation. 
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